Optimal investigation of the elderly and very elderly patient with atrial fibrillation--what must be done?
The investigation of atrial fibrillation should be tailored to match the needs of the patient. Those needs may differ between younger and older patients. While many different investigations might be used, the emphasis in this review will be on what must be done. It should be remembered that rigid protocols cannot be presented, however, because many of these important issues have not been subjected to critical scrutiny in elderly cohorts.